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In an Aug. 31 press conference, President Cesar Gaviria said he and his defense and justice
ministers held "political responsibility" for the July 22 escape of Medellin cartel leader Pablo
Escobar. However, Gaviria defended his policy of encouraging drug traffickers to surrender in
exchange for reduced sentences for confessed crimes and said the policy would remain in force.
Gaviria said members of his government "knew the Envigado jail was relatively poorly secured" and
were aware of the risks involved in the planned transfer of Escobar to a military prison. Gaviria said
Colombian intelligence agents are now better equipped and are receiving international assistance
to recapture Escobar. Gaviria added that the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) had provided
assurances the US would not attempt to take Escobar into custody or send him to the US to face
trial. In a Sept. 1 radio interview, Gaviria said, "The president cannot say he is exempt from all
responsibility [in the Escobar escape]. It is up to congress to determine just where his responsibility
ends." Gaviria added that he would not consider resigning. In a Sept. 3 letter to leaders of the
ruling Liberal Party, Gaviria clarified that he does not hold direct, or penal responsibility, but only
political responsibility in Escobar's escape. He clarified that he is willing to explain to congress and
the public how the escape occurred and to be held "politically accountable in the sense of AngloSaxon law," but cannot be held legally responsible. Gaviria's letter came in response to reports
that members of the opposition Conservative Party had requested a congressional investigation on
the role played by the President and at least two of his ministers in the escape. (Sources: Reuter,
09/02/92; Agence France Presse, 08/31/92, 09/01/92, 09/03/92, 09/04/92)
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